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Yen Fu's Political Thought, 1895-1898

Liu Fu-pen

Yen Fu (1853-1921) was born in the late Ching Dy nasty when the majority of the Chinese
people were still unaffected by modern civilization. As a translator and also a reformer, he sought
to awaken the intellectuals with his extensive translation of Western’ classics.

During 1895-1898 he was a progressive thinker who renounced nearly all the Chinese heritage,
and vigorously advocated a thorough westernization; however, from 1899 to 1911 he seemed to be
on the conservative side, and talked of a compromise by taking up with the best from the East and
the West. Shortly after the founding of the Republic (1912) and up to the time of his death (1921),
as a result of his insight into the surroundings, he deviated completely from his former enlightened
opinions. He no longer talked of westernization. Instead, he advocated the developing old Chinese
cultural traditions. The present article is a brief survey of Yen Fu’s political thought of the period
from 1895 to 1899.
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